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SERIOUS WARNING 
T O 


GREAT BRITAIN, 


ADDRESSED TO THE K L N G. 


To which is added, 


A LETTER to the MEMBERS of both Housss 
of PARLIAMENT, 


WITH 


OUTLINES of an ACT for aboliſhing OATHS 
in the CUSTOMS and EXCISE without in- 
juring the REVENUE, and alſo the PLAN of 
a REFORMATION as ſucceſsfully practiſed 
by a very great EING who loſt his Ships and 
had like to have loſt his Life for keeping bad 
Company. 


By WILLIAM STEWARDSON. 
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To THE K I NG. 


May it pleaſe your Ma EST, 


F we examine the hiſtory of all nations 
that ever became famous for their power 

and greatneſs, and trace them to their diſſo- 
lution, we ſhall find that a general corruption 
and depravity always prevailed and preceded | 
their deſtruction. This great truth is parti- 
cularly taught in the writings of the old teſta- 
ment, which Biſhop Atterbury (in his Ser- 
mon, intitled The Wiſdom of Providence 
manifeſted in the Revolutions of Government, 
preached before the Houſe of Commons the 
29th of May 1710) ſays, is fo full in what 
regards ſocieties or civil bodies of men, © That 
there 


(6) 
* there is no need of repeating leſſons there 
“ ſo often inculcated, nor no room for im- 


** proving upon them, which is the reaſon ſo $ 
little is ſaid in relation to them in the : 
* goſpel; and that the various and ſtrange " 
* vicillitudes the Jews underwent from their 19 
firſt erection into a people down to their 
* final exciſion, is ſo punctually regiſtered 

* and tranſmitted to us, that we might in 

them as in the laſs of providence diſtinctly 


* ſee the ſeveral ways and methods of God's 


<c 


cc 


cc 


dealing with great ſtates and kingdoms, 
and be fully inſtructed in the rules of his | 
* railing or depreſſing, proſpering or puniſh. | 
e ing them by the interpoſition of a divine \. 


“ power as viſible almoſt as the virtues or 
* vices that occaſioned it.“ 


| The Iſraelites a ſtiff- necked and rebellious, 
| though choſen, people, were not put in poſſeſ- 

fion of the land of Canaan for their own 
| righteouſneſs or ſuperior virtue and merit 


above all other. nations, but becauſe of the 
| great wickedneſs and impiety of the native 1n- 
| habitants 


8 | 
habitants who had then compleated the mea-. 
© ſure of their iniquity, and were ripe for de- 


ſtruction; the Iſraelites in their turn, from 
the ſame cauſes experienced the fame 
effects. 


This being the uſual method of the Al- 
mighty's dealing with great ſtates and king- 
doms, whereby he ſheweth himſelf to be a 
God that judgeth the earth ; and when it is 
evident that a general corruption and depra- 
| vity prevails, that laying houſe to houſe, and 
field to field till there is no place for the poor; 
£ pride, covetouſneſs, diſſipation of all kinds, 
oaths,* and adultery, and all the other vices 
that brought ruin and deſolation even upon 
the jewiſh ſtate, have deluged the land, and 
pervaded all ranks and degrees of people ; 


* Cuſtom Houſe and Exciſe laws, and the corrupt 

practices at elections for members of parliament, have 

( carried perjury with them throughout the kingdom; 

4 and children of the lower claſs of people, from the 

; example of their parents, are taught to liſp out oaths 
and cuxſes before they can ſpeak plain, 


ought 
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C83 
[| ought not the nation in'general, and the rulers 
I in particular ſeriouſly attend to ſuch calamitous 
[8 ſigns of the times and by a proper reformation 


endeavour to avert the wrath of heaven from 


| | being further poured out upon us. , 
[| LE. 
1 So long ago as the year 1709 Dean Swift 
is publiſhed a pamplet called, 4 Project for the 
Advancement of Religion and the Reformation of 
Manners. In which he ſays, © It is in the 
power of the prince to make piety and virtue 
* become the faſhion of the age, if at the ſame 
t time he would make them neceſſary quali- 
* fications for favour and preferment, by 
« making it every man'sintereſt and honour, to 
& cultivate religion and virtue, by making vice 
« a diſgrace, and the certain ruin to prefer- 
«* ment or pretenſions.” Having deſcribed 
the methods by which ſuch a deſirable event 
might be brought about, he adds, And that 
« ſome effectual attempt ſhould be made to- 
e wards ſuch a reformation is perhaps more 
* neceſſary than people commonly apprehend, 


* becauſe the ruin of a ſtate is generally pre- 
ceded 
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(9) 
«ceded by an univerſal degeneracy of man- 
© ners and contempt of religion which is en- 
«© tirely our caſe at preſent ;” and near the 
concluſion he writes thus, The preſent queen 
js a princeſs of as many great virtues as ever 
e filled a throne. How it would brighten 
© her character to the preſent and future ages 
« jf ſhe would exert her utmoſt authority, to 
* inſtil ſome ſhares of thoſe virtues into her 
s people, which they are too degenerate to 
© learn only from her example? And be it 
* ſpoken with all veneration poſſible, for ſo 
excellent a ſovereign, her belt endeavours. 
&* in this moſt weighty affair, are a moſt im- 


? portant part of her duty, as well as of her 
5 intereſt and her honour.” 


I believe if the Dean was now living, he 
would ſay, that our iniquities were greatly in- 
creaſed, and therefore it was ſo much the 
more the duty of rulers, to ſet about a re- 
formation at this time than it was then. And 
that men fearing God and hating covetouſ- 
neſs ought to be only counſellors to the king; 
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and promoting religion and virtue the prin- 
cipal employment of the prince. From ſuch 
men and ſuch endeavours, we might expect 
the favour of heaven, without which the 
greateſt fleets and armies are vain. For 
notwithſtanding the omnipotence of parlia- 
ment, neither their fleets nor their armies can 
advance one foot further than the omnipotent 
himſelf will give them leave. For inſtance, 
the proud Sinacherib Tjazah xxxvii. ver. 24. 
Talks big, he had already put Jeruſalem 
* 1nto conſternation, and boaſted of greater 
© miſchiefs he intended; but he that fits in 
heaven, laughs at him, and the great Jeho- 
* vah derides the little talking inſect, aſſures 
* the prophet that beyond ſuch a field he ſhall 
*: not ſtep, and as he faith, he doth.— When 
„ Maxentius had filled Rome with marders, 
* and the people feared not only greater inju- 
* ries to their perſons, but a total deſolation, 
the almighty ſets bounds to his brutiſh 
* courage, and ſends the great Conſtantine to 
: remove him, and with him the yoke he had 
laid on the trembling people. Selimus the 

„Turk, 
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Turk, in the year 1869, ſet out from Con- 


ſtantinople with twenty-five thouſand horſe, 
and three thouſand janizaries and joins an 
army of the Precopian Tartars, conſiſting 
of eighty thouſand horſe more, beſides a 
navy at ſea of a hundred and fifty gallies 
manned and provided with ſuitable ammu- 
nition, to invade the kingdom of Aſtracan, 
he had already ſwallowed the empire in his 
hopes, diſtributed the various provinces to 
his Baſhaws, and conſulted how to govern 
the kingdom conquered already in imagina- 
tion, it is true the inhabitants of Aſtracan 
were in great confuſion, but the mighty 
God, who lets up ane and pulls down an. 
other, comes in, daſhes all the ſwelling 
hopes of the haughty Sultan, and beyond 
expettation all that mighty army pines and 


dwindles away on their march, ſome of 


them come as far as Azeph, and of that vaſt 
multitude only two thouſand returned to 
Conſtantinople.“ 
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The Spaniſh Armada in the famous year 
1588, 1s another inſtance of the controuling 
power of the almighty, mentioned with the 
foregoing, in an old ſermon on the goth of 
January now in my poſſeſſion. And unleſs 
our rulers are arrived at that degree of infi- 
delity the Jews were, who ſaid, the Lord 
hath forſaken the earth, the Lord ſeeth us not.“ 
They muſt acknowledge an over ruling pro- 
vidence, that hath hitherto fruſtrated their 
deſigns againſt America, Becauſe they were 
full of blood and deſtruQtion, not contrived in 
His fear, and therefore unſupported by his 
favour. 


Above eight years ago I wrote to your ma- 
jeſty, and in that letter I thought it my duty 
to ſay in the words of the prophet : That I 
believe great was the anger and wrath of the 
Lord againſt this people F which now begins 
to appear to our very great confuſion, and ex- 
cept we turn to him that ſmiteth us we ſhall 


ſmart under {till ſeverer judgments. Though 


Ezekiel g. v. g. + Jeremiah xxxvi. v. 7. 
the 
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the ſigns of the times, and the great iniquity 
of the land might alone juſtly warrant ſuch be- 
lief, I have more particular reaſons for it, de- 
rived from a moſt wonderful ſurpriſing ap- 
pearance I ſaw in the air, an account of which 
I ſent to the late Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
the 17th of September, 1767, (the day the 
Duke of York died) as follows. 


* The Almighty is unchangeable, and unleſs 
te we amend our ways and our doings, we can 
&* have no reaſon to expect but he will as cer- 
© tainly puniſh us for our vices, as he did the 
* nations of old. Nay, we may juſtly now 
© ſay, he has begun to lay his hand upon us, 
© for we have felt ſome ſevere tokens of an 
“ angry providence ; Nothing of late has 
i proſpered in our hands, but even the very 
* nature of things has been inverted! of which 
© I gave ſeveral inſtances, and then proceeded 
eto relate what I had ſeen, —On the 4th of 
“September between five and fix o'clock in 
* the evening, walking in the City Road, near 

* Iſlington, 


<< ww Ps. 
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« Iſlington, I ſaw, what I believe your grace 


te will acknowledge to be a very uncommon 


* appearance in the air, looking up I was 


cc 


particularly ſtruck with a large blue cloud, 


* like a mountain, the fides and top of which 
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cc 


were covered with a molt reſplendent bore 
der reſembling filver lace, but far exceed- 
ing it in brightneſs and many little lighter 
blue coloured clouds, with the ſame kind of 
border, detached from the great one, form- 


ed the moſt beautiful ſight that ever was 
ſeen by waking mortal eyes. I ſtood ſtill 
near a quarter of an hour, if not more, to 
ſurvey this ſplendid appearance, in which 
time I ſaw, as plain as I now ſee this paper I 
am writing upon, on the top of the great 
blue cloud, the likeneſs of the hind part of a 
large white horſe, and the form of a man 


with a plume upon his head riding upon it. 


Soon after the figure of a lion made its ap- 
pearance on the north ide, which I atten- 
tively ſurveyed for ſome time, and ſaid to 
myſelf a lion in the air, what can this mean! 


and turning my eyes to the ſouth, in a 
© white 
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et white cloud at a diſtance from the blue 
© one, I beheld the figure of a man with all 
« the marks of death in his face, ſtretched out 
on his back, his arms lying extended cloſe 


by his ſides, and a woman ſtanding at his 
feet, leaning towards him, with her arms 


* ſtretched out as if inclined to help him. 


© This appearance remained TI believe five 
© minutes in full proportion and then gra- 
dually ſunk away; the ſhining border L 
© had before ſeen, diſappeared and nothing 
* but common clouds remained, The great 


* author and governor of the univerſe does 


e nothing in vain, nor for no purpoſe; and 
* in times like theſe, when we ſee the nature 
of things inverted on earth, and uncommon 


% appearances in the air, ought they not to 
* awaken our attention, and incline us to 
“ conſider our ways and be wiſe.“ 


Two copies of the above, I ſent to your 
Majeſty, one the firſt of November 1767, 
the other the 11th of January, 1970, and 
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was publiſhed in the Whiſperer the gth of 


June 1770, and in the Ledger the 10th of 


Auguſt 1774. The colour of the lion was 

red as blood, which I at that time thought un- 

natural, but it then ſtruck me no otherways 
than as a mark that the dying perſon was of 
the royal family, which was the caſe, for ac- 
cording to the Gazette it was the day after the 
ſeverity of the Duke of Vork's illneſs began, 
that this extraordinary ſight appeared, in 
which it was remarkable, that there were three 
ſigns, the laſt of which, was at that very time 
fulfilling, and the ſecond is now accompliſhed ; 
for, whether thoſe ſanguinary decrees, which 
have filled America with blood, took their riſe 
from a man or men from the north, or Lord 
North himſelf, I appeal to your majeſty if the 
wit of men or angels, could devile a- more 
comprehenſive ſtriking emblem of the preſent 
times than a blood red lion iſſuing from the 


north, 
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( 17 ) 
Only one ſign now remains to be fulfilled, 


which appears to me to have a very fatal 
meaning both to king and people, particularly 


to the royal family, the accompliſhment of 
which, as it is our duty, it will be our greateſt 


intereſt and happineſs, by a ſpeedy reforma- 
tion to prevent. 


As the preſervation of the Houſe of Hano- 
ver upon the throne, and ſaving Great Britain 


from the horrors of internal war, are not un- 


worthy of the particular interpoſition of pro- 


vidence, I would flatter myſelf the afore-men- 
tioned ſupernatural appearance was ſent from 
above, to give the nation warning of the im- 
pending danger, that by a ſuitable conduct it 
might be averted. 


Whether your majeſty and the people will 
take warning or not, I have done what I 
apprehend to be my duty, and leave the event 


to the ſovereign diſpoſer of all things, who 


bringeth low and lifteth up, whoſe works are 
C all 
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all truth and his ways judgment, and thoſe 
that walk in pride he is able to abaſe. Dan. 
iv. ver. 34. 

I am, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


Your Majeſty's moſt faithful Subject and 
Servant, 


WILLIAM STEWARDSON, 


Coarton's Wharf, Seuthwark, May 11, 1776. 


TO 
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TO THE 


F 
OF BOTH 


HOUSES os PARLIAMENT, 


My Lonps and GENTLEMEN, 


HE preceding addreſs was publiſhed in 
the Crifis the 11th of May 1776, and 
notwithſtanding our faſts, and our mighty 


fleets and armies, we have ſince that time ex- 


perienced ſignal marks of an angry Provi- 


dence, whereby pride has been abaſed; yet 
there does not ſeem any alteration in our 
manners, any reformation on which to found 
a well grounded hope that the anger of Hea- 
ven is turned away from us. T herefore con- 
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ſidering weak or wicked miniſters as repre- 
ſented in the Bible, only as inſtruments in 
the hand of God to puniſh a wicked people. 
I think it my duty thus to addreſs you as 
rulers and governors of a ſinful land. 


All my politics are derived from the ſcrip- 
tures, which I know from experience to be 
true, and for the honour of the divine philo- 
ſophy therein contained, I mult declare, that 
I ſhould many times haye periſhed years ago 
but for the comfort and ſupport they afforded 
me ; particularly when ſtripped of my for- 
tune, forced from my houſe by the molt vile 
ingratitude, and for having at the hazard of 
more than life effectually ſerved the public, 
and relieved a great many individuals from 
unprecedented hardſhips and oppreſſions, 
which had then been the death of one man. 
I was not only a ſufferer to a very conſider- 


able amount, and my wife a moſt amiable 


and deſerving. woman reduced to a ſtate of 
melancholy, drove to diſtraction, deſpair and 


death, but I was deprived by his majeſty's 
hon- 


( 91 ) 


honourable ſervants even of the means of get- 
ting a ſubſiſtance in the manner I was uſed to, 
and from 176g to 1768, having no certain 
employment, I ſcldom knew from one day. 
to another, where I ſhould have bread for the 
next, and'the day I ſaw the wonderful ſight 
mentioned in the foregoing addreſs, I had 
not money to pay for a dinner. This ſitua- 
tion, as I mentioned in my petition to the 
king and council, delivered at the council 
chamber, the 12th of June 1767, would have 
been intolerable, if I had not put my truſt and 
confidence in God alone to ſupport me, and 
and in his time to do me jullice ; though 
that time is not yet arrived, having given 
me grace to look up to him *, and to endea- 
vour to regulate my life agreeable to his com- 
mands, he brought me through a long ſeries 
of the moſt cruel calamitous afflicting circum- 
ſtances that could poſſibly affect the mind of 
man, ſuch as few, very few, ever encoun- 


The only refuge for peor mortals in diſtreſs. 


tered, 


( #2 ) 


tered, and not one in a million ever ſurvived. 
Such being my experience, it is my duty with 
the greateſt reverence and gratitude, to ac- 
knowledge and declare the infinite mercy and 
loving kindneſs of God and his wonderful 
works before the ſons of men. Fſalm cv. 15. 


And as we are informed by the ſame ſcrip- 


tures, that the happineſs and preſervation of 
kingdoms as well as individuals depend upon 
their obedience to the laws of God, as therein 
laid down, and repentance and reformation 
are preſcribed as the only infallible rules, to 
avert the deſtruction of a ſinful people, and 
without ſeriouſly attending to thoſe rules, 
we have little reaſon to flatter ourſelves the 
Almighty will appear for our deliverance (as 
he has formerly done) in times of danger and 
diſtreſs. As for my part, I believe, and for 


particular reaſons, that if our preſent diſtreſſes 


do not engage us to try the experiment, and 


practile thoſe rules, we ſhall be viſited with 
much 
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much ſeverer judgments than have yet fallen 


to our lot T. 
A whute 


+ In the ſupernatural ſight exhibited to my view in 
September 1767, were three ſigns, two of which are 
accompliſhed, and the other without uſing the proper 
means to avertit, may alſo come to paſs ; as extraordi- 
nary and much more improbable occurrences have lately 
happened. And the whole tenor of the book of fate 
(the Bible) ſeems greatly againſt us. All the vices that 
then brought deſtruction now abounding, and ſome re- 
markable melancholy ſigns of the wrath of God in thoſe 
days now exiſting in this nation, in ours. For inſtance 
the prophet Iſaiah in his Ninth Chapter ſays, 


Ver. 13. The people turneth not to him that ſmiteth 
them, neither do they ſeek the Lord of Hoſts, 


As the diſtreſs brought upon the nation has made no 
alteration in our behaviour, this muſt be allowed to be 
our caſe. 


Ver, 16. For the leaders of the people cauſe them to 
err, and they that are led by them are devoured, 


So ſays my bible, printed in 1609. And the corrupt 


practices at elections, multiplying oaths, the little care 


taken of the morals of the people and the immenſe load 
of taxes, prove that alſo to be our caſe, 


Ver. 
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A white horſe, I am told, is the arms of 
Hanover, and on that account, I think a 


whate 


Ver. 17. Therefore ſhall the Lord have no pleaſure 
in their young men, neither will he have compaſſion of 
tte fatherleſs and their widows. | 

Though the numbers ſlain in this American war may 
not be allowed to fulfil the firſt part of this quotation re- 
lative to young men, yet the latter muſt be acknowledged 
to be literally accompliſhed. For notwithſtanding the 
boaſted humanity and generofity of parliament, the mem- 
bers thereof have had no compaſſion on the widows and 
orphans of the officers of the royal navy, Though three 
petitions were preſented to the houſe, of commons for the 
ſetilement of their penſion, agreeable to his late Majeſty's 
eſtabliſhment, and every petition was recommended by 
the king, twice by the mouth of Lord North ; yet 
nothing was done to alleviate the miſeries or fave the lives 
of the wilows and orphans of thoſe men who put his 
majeſty's enemies into his hands, ſæcured his ſubjects from 
dreaded and threatened invaſions, prote&:d their lives and 
fortunes, procured their ſccurity and happineſs at the 


hazard and expence of their own, and finally, kept the 


preſent family upon the throne, and preſerved this king- 
dom, the legiſlators and their eſtates from deſtruction. 
Gratitude whither art thou fl:d ? Sir George Savile pre- 
ſented two of the petitions, and was ſupported by Mr. 
Cornwall now on the Treaſury Bench, 


Laſt 
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white horſe, with, armed man upon him ve- 
treating, does not appear to me a very favour- 
able omen either for king or people. I ſhall 
make no further comment upon that ſubject, 
but as the preſent ſtate of the nation is allowed 
by all to be very alarming, it muſt be the 
public intereſt to promote and ſet about ſuch a 
reformation as may inſure the favour and pro- 
tection of the king of kings. And as aboliſh- 
ing laws which are directly contrary to his 
commands, may be ſuppoſed to be one ne- 
ceſſary means, the following outlines of an act 
for putting an end to perjury in the cuſtoms 
and exciſe, &c. are humbly ſubmitted to your 
conſideration. 


Whereas faſts have been kept to deprecate 
the wrath of Heaven, which by our manifold 
tranſgreſſions we have juſtly merited, but 


Laſt year theſe widows received no more than a few 
ſhillings above half their nominal penſion, which is only 
451. for a Captain's widow, and 3ol. for a Lieuienant's 
and Maſter's, and 20l. for the Warrant Officers Widows. 
A few years ago 18). 18s, 121 125. and $7. 85. was the 


proportion allowed chem for their penſion, 
| | D con- 
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conſidering that it is not humbling ourſelves 
for a day, but every one turning from the 
evil of his ways, and from the violence that 
his in their hands , that will avert calamities 
and procure the favour of the Almighty, 
which above all things we moſt earneſtly re- 
commend to all our loving ſubjects. And as 
it is our duty to take off every burthen that 
would any ways impede ſuch a moſt defire- 
able event, we have taken into conſideration 
the oaths enjoined by our predeceſſors to be 
taken upon divers occaſions in our cuſtoms 
and exciſe, which oaths are now very lightly 
eſteemed to the great diſhonour of the name of 
God, and diſgrace to our holy religion. To 
put an end to ſuch profanation, and more ef- 
fectually to prevent frauds, and ſecure all the 
duties and imports that were intended to be. 
ſecured by ſuch oaths in the Cuſtoms and Ex- 
ciſe, Be it enacted by the King's moſt excel- 
lent Majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal, 
and commons in this preſent parliament aſ- 


t Jonah iii. 8. 
ſembled, 
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ſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, 
that from and after the day of 

all oaths in the Cuſtoms and Exciſe ſhall 
be aboliſhed, and in lieu thereof declarations 
ſigned by the parties tranſacting buſineſs at 
thoſe offices ſhall be accepted, they paying the 
ſame fees for declarations that were before 
paid for oaths, 


And to deter all perſons from making falſe 
declarations, it is further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That whoever ſhall make a 
falſe declaration in the export or import of 
goods at the Cuſtom-houſe, whereby the re- 
venue may be any ways injured, either in the 
cuſtoms, bounties or drawbacks, or make a 
a falſe declaration in the Exciſe, to evade the 
payment of any duties, or injure that revenue 
in the duties, bounties or drawbacks, ſuch 
perſon or perſons ſo offending, upon convic- 
tion, ſhall not only be liable to all the penalties 
they would incur by the laws now in force 
againſt taking falſe oaths, reſpecting cuſtomed 
and exciſeable commodities, but ſhall forfeit 


D 2 the 


(88) 


the goods, and alſo treble the value of the 
Hit 4 goods expreſſed in ſuch falſe declaration, one 


half to the informer, or ſuch perſon as ſhall 


ſeize or ſue for the ſame, and the other half to 
his majeſty for the ule of the public. 


i And as it is greatly to be lamented, that the 
[ "+8 words of the prophet (becaule of ſwearing the 
. land mourneth, Fer. xxiii. 20.) may be too 
| juſtly applied to us as a nation, for the more 
| elfectual preventing ſuch abomination, all 
magiltrates and thoſe whoſe duty it is to ſee 
the laws put in execution againſt profane curſ- 
ing and ſwearing, are ſtrictly commanded and 
enjoined by the authority aforeſaid, faithfully 
14 to diſcharge their truſt, and take proper and 
0 ſufficient means to perform it, that no curſing 
or {wearing may be heard in our ſtreets. 


Cullom-houſe and Exciſe oaths have been 
long eſteemed only as matter of form and 
, words of courſe, I have indeed heard it argued 
| mo and admitted, that ſome oaths in the Cuſtoms 
| are ſo framed, that thouſands in the courſe of 
a year 
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a year muſt ſwear to a thing that is not. Ships 
have been ſeized and perſons perſecuted for hav- 
ing a few gallons of foreign unentered ſpirits, or 
other trifling things on board, to the great 
detriment of the owners, who were no ways 
concerned, nor could know any thing of the 
matter *, but I never heard of any proſecu- 
tion being commenced for falle ſwearing, 
though I know and can prove that perſons 
found guilty of above thirty frauds, attended 
with twice as many perjuries in the cuſtoms, 
were neither proſecuted nor puniſhed, 


Cuſtom-houſe oaths are extremely remark- 
able, being the ſevereſt ſatire and the greateſt 
reflection upon the religion, honor, honeſty, 
and integrity of the merchants, traders, &c. 
that the wit of man could polhibly invent, no 
leſs than a public declaration that they are ſuch 


It is not juſt that one man ſhould ſuffer for the ſin 
of another, and yet owners and even maſters of ſhips 
are liable to be ſo puniſhed, for it is in the power of the 
men to get ſuch goods on board as ſhall cauſe the ſhip 


to be ſeized, 
abandoned 
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abandoned profligate wretches, that ſo far 
from being worthy to be truſted upon their 
words, they are not to be believed even upon 
their oaths! If they were, what occaſion for 
inſpectors, ſearchers, ſurveyors, &c. to 
examine and ſee whether they ſwore true or 
not? This being the caſe, is it not therefore 
reaſonable to take away either the oaths or 
the officers ? The firſt may be done without 
injury to the revenue or any perſon whatever. 
And as we profeſs ourſelves Chriſtians, it 
certainly ought to be done, not only out of 
reſpect to the law of God, but as a ſmall 
token of regard to the infinite obligations we 
owe to that Divine Lawgiver, who ſaid, ſwear 
not at all— whoſe death and paſſion is this 
day commemorated as the greateſt, the moſt 
invaluable bleſfing ever beſtowed upon man. 


Multiplying oaths by authority is a moſt 
melancholy proof, that you, my lords and 


gentlemen, think the morals of the people ex- 
tremely debaſed, fo far that their words are 
not to be taken even for a few ſhillings ! wit- 

neſs 
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neſs the houſe tax act. And can you, who 
only judge from appearances, reaſonably ex- 
pect that the great Judge of heaven and earth, 


will de any good for a people, you yourſelves 
by your laws pronounce ſo very immoral and 


ſo very wicked. 


As in all ages the proſperity and adverſity 
of nations have been in proportion to their 
virtues or vices, and by your own acknow- 
ledgement, our morals are extremely corrupt 
therefore it muſt be of the greateſt importance 
the welfare and happineſs of the people to 
promote religion and virtue, and make them 
again flouriſh amongſt us. For that end, I 
ſhall ſubmit to your conſideration (in the 
words it was inſerted in my petition for juſtice, 
in 1767, to which no juſtice is yet done) the 
plan of a reformation, as ſucceſsfully practiſed 
by one of the beſt of princes, a great and 
good king, who loſt his ſhips, and had like 
to have loſt his life for keeping bad company. 
II. Chron, ch. xviii. ver. g1.,—ch. xx. ver. 37. 


cc To 


great. 2 Chron, xvil. 7. 


( g® ) 

* To execute judgment and juſtice is fo 

* amiable iu the fight of that God with whom 
* we have to do, That the prophet Iſaiah 
begins his ;6th chapter in theſe words, Thus 
* faith the Lord, keep judgment and do juſtice, 
and in the next verſe, he pronounces, Bleſſed 
eis the man that doeth this, and the fon of man 
& that layeth hold on it. It was this that ren- 
& dered the reign of Jehoſaphat the moſt 
© happy, the moſt proſperous, and the moſt 
& glorious of all the kings of Judah, He or- 
c dered his judges to execute judgment in the 
© fear of the Lord, with whom there is no 
reſpect of perſons, nor receiving rewards, 
te and not content with executing juſtice be- 


0 


ce tween man and man, he extended it to the 
©« nobleſt, moſt glorious, and moſt exalted 
6 purpoſes ! truly ſenſible of that juſtice and 
« duty which his people owed to the Al- 
* mighty, who had given and ordered them 
* to keep his commandments, he ſent his 
« princes t to teach and inſtruct them in the 


+ Princes being ſent to inſtruct the people, ſeems to 
imply, that the reformation firſt began among the 


c Jaw 
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# jaw of their God, that they might thereby 


&© become a virtuous, a religious, and a truly 


X < happy people whom the Lord would de- 
fight to bleſs. And he had the pleaſure to 
e experience the bleſſed effects of his moſt 
n noble endeavours, which procured him the 
protection of Heaven againſt his enemies, 
and rendered his people a terror to all the 


3 
5 


i ſurrounding nations, inſomuch, that even 
0 his enemies brought him gifts, and none of 
t them fought againſt Jchoſaphat, nor vexed 
“ His people. And your petitioner has not 
the leaſt doubt, but in all nations where go- 
vernors are equally careful of the morals of the 
* people, that that care will be attended with 
* the ſame happy and bleſſed effects, viz. 


" harmony, peace and plenty at home, fear, 
„ love and reſpect amongſt foreign nations.“ 


That this may ſpeedily be the happy condi- 


tion of Great Britain, is the hearty wiſh and 
prayer of, 


My lords and gentlemen, 
Your molt obedient humble ſervant, 
WILLIAM STEWARDSON. 


Green Man, Tooley Preet, Southwark, 
April the 1 65 177 
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P. S. Solomon ſays the throne is eſtabliſhed 
by Tighteouſeeſs, Prov. xvi. 12. My old 
Bible, ſays juſtice, which is the moſt proper 
expreſſion I ſhall not determine. But this I 
may venture to pronounce, that there can be 
no righteouſneſs where there is no juſtice ; and 
in this enlightened land which has been par- 
ticularly favoured by heaven, ſorry I am to 
ſay, that as there is no law to be had without 
money, there is neither juſtice nor equity for 
the poor oppreſſed: . 


The rulers and governors of the earth are 


particularly commanded * to do right to the 
poor and fatherleſs, and to do juſtice to the 
poor and needy. John Ixxxii. 3. But where 
is the court in which the poor and needy can 
obtain right ? Where is the lawyer that will 
act, or the counſellor that will plead for the 
widow and fatherleſs without money ? 


This indeed cannot be expected from in- 
dividuals, but if we will obey the command 
of God in that reſpect, there ſhould be an 

| _ office, 


3 35 
* k 
office, and proper Perſons particularly ap- 


pointed to manage the concerns of the poor 
and needy, and to procure them juſtice ; and 
if we would imitate the godlike example of 
Jehoſaphat, an inſtitution of that nature will 
not be long wanting. 


; we Sas Tenn, ACSC. 
: 2 > 2393 


® __— — — 


